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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• R2s coming home

• Heifer pregnancy testing

• Heifer Teatseal

• Herd Dry-Off

• Lepto vaccinations

• Milking machine testing

• Presale pregnancy testing

• Autumn herd metrichecking

 GREG JARRATT

PREVENTATIVE ANIMAL HEALTH 
PLANS (PAHPS) ARE A WIN ALL ROUND
Saving cows, money and time is more than enough reason to motivate 
any farmer to use PAHPs on-farm. 

In addition to these reasons, 
optimising animal welfare and 
lowering reliance on antibiotics 
are benefits that appeal to our 
export markets.

This season, Fonterra started 
referring to ‘The Co-operative 
difference’ – an initiative aimed 
at driving improvements across a 
range of key focuses on farm with 
animals being one of these.  
As a result, farmers are now

being encouraged by their milk 
supply companies to develop 
more comprehensive Animal 
Health Plans. 

With this in mind, we are now 
using benchmarking over our client 
database to assist with developing 
these plans. If you are interested 
in MVS being involved in the 
development of a PAHP for your 
farm, give us a call. We are keen  
to assist. 
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AWESOME  
AUTUMN!
Purchase any Eclipse® 
pour-on or injection and 
receive 10% OFF copper 
boluses and injectable 
trace elements products.*

PLUS... Don't forget keep an eye 
on our promo page to see what 
else is on offer each month.  
CLICK HERE or visit our  
website today!

* Available 
until 31.5.2020

Dairy Expenditure Overview

Example of part of our Animal Health Plans

http://www.matamatavets.co.nz/mvs-farm-promotions/
http://www.matamatavets.co.nz/mvs-farm/
https://www.facebook.com/MVSFarmServices/
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

    April 2020 20Kg DM/day 53mm 15°C 1695Kg DM 150,000

    April 2019 20Kg DM/day 55mm 15°C 1713Kg DM 152,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 GREG JARRATT

CAN YOU WEATHER THE APPROACHING ‘PERFECT STORM’? 
It is a well-known fact that Body Condition Score (BCS) at calving has a profound effect on both production  
and reproduction through the season. 

Herds that do not meet the pre-calving industry target 
BCS of >5.0 for cows and >5.5 for heifers are therefore 
‘ham strung’ from the get-go and fail to reach their full 
potential.

Unfortunately, this season the combination of the 
earlier dry spell in addition to an attractive 19/20 pay-
out and more recently the disruption to getting rid of 
cull cows following the Covid-19 lockdown, has created 
a ‘perfect storm’ scenario where we are now seeing 
more lighter cows in local herds.

For this reason, over the past month or so, the primary 
animal health objective on farm has been targeting 

weight gain in lighter cows and developing poor grown 
heifers returning from grazing.

While for many early calving cows that are still light 
the window of opportunity to gain condition is now 
almost passed, there is still time to build condition in 
the later calvers. It is also worth noting that the later 
calving cows have less time from their calving date to 
the herd PSM making it worth your while putting in 
the effort!

If you would like further advice to determine which 
cows need to gain weight, or to adjust the cows’ diets, 
we are more than happy to assist. 

 GRANT FRASER

WHAT HAPPENED TO LAST YEAR’S MATING?
Many people were surprised to find that last season’s mating did not go as well as they hoped. 

We have gathered all the stats from our pregnancy 
test results and looked at what actually happened 
on our farms. 

Three main patterns stood out when analysing the 
data of the farms that under-performed. Some farms 
are not putting up enough cattle in the first three 
weeks of mating (poor submission rate), they are 
not getting those matings to hold (poor conception 
rate) and/or the bulls are not performing well. 

Each problem has a different approach required to 
improve the results.

To help you decide what are crucial areas for you 
to work on, we are excited to offer a free Ready 
to Mate (formally a Repro Ready) Consult. In this 
consult we can look at the data we have available 
out of Infovet and then offer advice around 
optimising your future reproduction results.  
Contact the clinic today.

6-Week In-Calf Rate

Six week

LIC average

Ind target

Clinic average

6-week In-Calf Rates from a selection of our clients this season

http://www.matamatavets.co.nz/mvs-farm/
https://www.facebook.com/MVSFarmServices/
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